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Making Our Presence Make a Difference! 
 
Welcome to Delta Lambda Phi National Social Fraternity! Since 1986, Delta Lambda Phi (DLP) 
has offered gay, bisexual, and progressive men across the nation the opportunity to grow in the 
true spirit of brotherhood -- one that embraces diversity and respects the value of all. 
 
Three men established a trust to create an organization that offered  men across the country the 
opportunity to fully participate in the fraternity experience without bias based on sexual 
orientation, still, at the time, a barrier to participation in the traditional fraternity system. 
Membership recruitment soon followed and the next year, our founder, Vernon L. Strickland, III 
welcomed the first men into full Brotherhood in Washington, DC.  
 
Since that time, hundreds of men across the country have dedicated themselves to the meeting 
the needs of our communities and promoting the progressive ideals upon which the Fraternity is 
built. This network of men from all ages, races and socioeconomic backgrounds stand united by 
the principles of friendship and equality helping DLP has become one of the country’s fastest 
growing fraternities with chapters coast to coast. 
 
Lambda Men are united by our founding purposes: 

o To develop dignified and purposeful, social, service, and recreational activities for 
progressive men, irrespective of sexual orientation. 

o To lead in determining the rights and privileges of individuals in society. 
o To promote a strong and positive image, which respects the diversity of all individuals, 

irrespective of sexual orientation. 

This is an exciting time for the Fraternity as we continue to offer opportunities for  growth in our 
active Chapters and colonies across the country. The reach of our Brotherhood continues to 
grow – even internationally -- with our first colony in Montreal, Canada.  And though we were 
founded as a social fraternity, our members participate in philanthropic causes, political groups 
and service events -- efforts that benefit their communities.  
 
We appreciate your interest in Delta Lambda Phi. Our founder believed that they could change 
the lives of young men by providing them a place to be themselves. Today, Lambda Men are 
“Making their Presence Known” across the land in ways only dreamed of by our founder. Delta 
Lambda Phi strives toward justice for all by being a friend to all. We hope this kit will give you 
further insight into how our presence is making a difference! 
 
Christopher Newman 
National Executive Director 
 
 
Our Vision 
Delta Lambda Phi makes a positive and lasting difference in the lives of our Brothers and our 
community. Our commitment to social justice, friendship, and personal growth is reflected 
through making our presence make a difference. Our Brotherhood is committed to friendship 
with all and we welcome those who aspire to share our vision. 



     About Delta Lambda Phi  
 
Corporate Name 
The Fraternity’s full corporate name is Delta Lambda Phi National Social Fraternity. In most 
cases, however, it is shortened to Delta Lambda Phi. 
 
Founding Information 
Delta Lambda Phi was founded by Vernon L. Strickland, III, on October 15, 1986 in Washington, 
DC. 
 
Tax Status 
Delta Lambda Phi is organized as a non-profit corporation under District of Columbia law for 
social and recreational purposes. As such, it is exempt from federal income tax under Section 
501(c)7 of the Internal Revenue Code. 
 
Mission 
As a non-profit organization, Delta Lambda Phi is organized for social and recreational purposes. 
More specifically, the Fraternity’s purposes also include enhancing the quality of life among gay, 
bisexual and progressive men by providing dignified and purposeful social, service and 
recreational activities. 
 
Structure 
Delta Lambda Phi is modeled after other collegiate Greek societies. It has a formal pledging 
process, a coat of arms, a fraternity pin, a national convention and chapter programs that 
conform to National Interfraternity Council policies. 
 
Delta Lambda Phi follows a policy governance model and maintains its national office in 
Washington, DC. Members of the National Office, headed by the National Executive Director, 
oversee the day-to-day operations of the organization. National Conventions provide the board 
of directors and chapter leadership an opportunity to review Fraternity policies, attend 
leadership and educational seminars and socialize. The Fraternity is governed by an elected 
nine-member board of directors who carry out the policies of the organization between annual 
conventions.  
 
National Alumni Association 
The Alumni Association provides social activities and networking opportunities for alumni 
members of Delta Lambda Phi while also acting as a voice for the wishes of alumni. In addition, 
the Alumni Association oversees local alumni organizations, currently based in  Arizona, 
California, Illinois, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Pennsylvania and the District of Columbia. 
 
The Delphi Foundation 
Delphi was founded for the purpose of being the “Charitable Arm” of Delta Lambda Phi. Delphi 
supports the fraternity through several aspects, including leadership development programs, 
educational seminars and speakers, grants to charitable non-profit organizations, and academic 
scholarships. This support allows us to provide even more activities and to reach out to partner 
with other charitable organizations to reach common goals. 
 






Our Brotherhood 

 
Chapters 

Alpha Chapter 
Washington, DC 

 

Gamma Chapter 
Univ. of California, Los Angeles 

Delta Chapter 
University of Minnesota 

Xi Chapter 
University of California, Davis 

 

Rho Chapter 
California State Univ., Long Beach 

Psi Chapter 
University of Washington 

Omega Chapter 
University of Arizona 

 

Alpha Beta Chapter 
Purdue University 

Alpha Delta Chapter 
San Diego, CA 

Alpha Psi Chapter 
Kent State University 

 

Beta Alpha Chapter 
North Carolina State Univ. 

Beta Delta Chapter 
Florida International Univ. 

Beta Zeta Chapter 
Southern IL Univ., Edwardsville 

 

Beta Iota Chapter 
Syracuse University 

Beta Lambda Chapter 
Iowa State University 

Beta Mu Chapter 
Kansas State University 

 

Beta Nu Chapter 
Missouri Univ. of Science & Tech. 

Beta Xi Chapter 
New York University 

Beta Omicron Chapter 
University of Toledo/Bowling 

Green State Univ. 

Beta Pi Chapter 
California Polytechnic, San 

Luis Obispo 

 

 
Colonies 
Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ; University of California, Irvine, CA; Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University, Daytona Beach, FL; University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, Michigan 
State University, East Lansing, MI; Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ; Pennsylvania State 
University, State College, PA; Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN; University of Texas, Austin, 
TX; University of Texas, El Paso, TX 
 
Fraternity Motto 
Lambda Men Are Making their Presence Known! 
 
Toast Song 
There Once Was a Mighty Lambda Man 
 
Colors 
Green, Gold, and White 
 
Mascot 
The Centaur 
 
Flower 




Yellow Rose 
           
        What Our Brothers are Doing  

   
 
5Ŝƭǘŀ [ŀƳōŘŀ tƘƛΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΥ ά.Ŝ {ŀŦŜ ς 9ŘǳŎŀǘŜΗέ 
 
Chapters are encouraged to provide safer-sex education in their communities, either through 
educating and certifying their members to do outreach in the community or by sponsoring other 
organizations to provide this education and outreach. 
 
Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǿǎΧ 
 
Hundreds march in support of gay men attacked downtown 
Austin American-Statesman 
http://www.statesman.com/news/local/hundreds-march-in-support-of-gay-men-attacked-
298794.html?cxtype=ynews_rss 
 
 
Delta Lambda Phi to hold HIV benefit concert at Iowa State 
Iowa State Daily 
http://www.iowastatedaily.com/articles/2010/01/27/amuse/doc4b610c4c8a2c3858433940.txt 
 
 
Delta Lambda Phi to hold national day of service, work with The Trevor Project 
https://sites.dlp.org/sites/national/2009/03/20/delta-lambda-phi-to-hold-national-day-of-
service-on-april-14-2009/ 
 
 
FrateǊƴƛǘȅ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎƻǊƻǊƛǘȅ άŘƛǾŀǎέ 
fiusm.com 
http://fiusm.com/life/2009/10/14/-317 
 
Greeks dress in drag for charity 
nyunews.com 
http://nyunews.com/news/2010/03/07/8greek/ 
 
 
A frat in search of its legacy 
Fusion Magazine 
http://www.thatgaymagazine.com/wordpress/archives/43 
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National Board of Directors 

 

Ernest J. Hall II, MA, Mu  
National Trustee 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

  

Ernest joined Delta Lambda Phi in 1992 and is now completing his second term as National 
Trustee and his 11th year on the National Board of Directors.  Prior to serving as National 
Trustee, Br. Hall served the fraternity in the following capacities: National Secretary, Regional 
Governor -West, Regional Governor - Southwest, National Technology Chairman, and multiple 
terms as Chapter President. Ernest received the Vernon L. Strickland, III Founders Award in July 
of 2004. 
  

Br. Hall obtained his Masters Degree from the University of Nevada – Las Vegas and his 
Bachelors Degree from Capital University, Columbus, OH.  He is employed by Easter Seals 
Southern Nevada as Sr. Director of Information and Assistive Technology where he is 
responsible for overseeing the agency's information systems and delivering technology services 
to adults and children with disabilities.   He is the Chair of the Nevada Statewide Assistive 
Technology Council.  He lives in Las Vegas, NV with her partner, Dean, and their dog Milo. 
 

 

Jeffrey M. Thompson, PhD, Delta  
Vice Chair & National Secretary 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
Br. Thompson was initiated into the Delta Chapter in Minneapolis, Minnesota in the Phi Pledge 
Class in April of 2000.  He served as Sergeant-at-Arms and then President of Delta Chapter and 
contributed to making that Delta Chapter, at that time, the largest Chapter in the country.  Br. 
Thompson has served in several positions within the Delta Lambda Phi National Office including 
National Database Administrator and Assistant National Executive Director.  In 2003, he 
became the founding President of the National Alumni Association and served additionally as 
the Vice President – Alumni Relations on the National Board of Directors from July 2005 until his 
election to National Secretary in July 2008.  In 2005, he was awarded the Vernon L. Strickland, III 
Founders Award for his service to Delta Lambda Phi. He currently serves as both the Vice Chair 
and National Secretary of the National Board of Directors. 
 
Br. Thompson holds a Doctorate in Computer Science from the University of Minnesota and a 
Masters of Business Administration from the Carlson School of Management at the University of 
Minnesota in addition to his undergraduate work at Michigan State University.  He currently 
works as a Principal Software Engineer and Group Lead for the Cardiac Rhythm Management 
Division of Boston Scientific.  Within Boston Scientific, Br. Thompson is recognized as a leader 
and innovator being awarded the 2005 Research and Development Innovator of the Year Award 
for his efforts in process improvement.  In his spare time, Br. Thompson serves as a member of 
the Twin Cities Human Rights Campaign Federal Club Steering Committee and also volunteers as 
a member of the Delphi Foundation Board of Directors. 
 

 

 



Rob Grau, Beta Alpha 
At-Large Member  
Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
Rob became a member of Delta Lambda Phi in 2002 and has served on the National Board of 
Directors since 2007. Prior to 2009, Rob served on the board as the Vice President - Outreach, 
overseeing Expansion, Rush, and PR for the National Fraternity. Before becoming an alumnus 
member, Rob served his home chapter by holding the positions of President, Vice President, and 
Brotherhood Director. 
 
Rob works as a system administrator at North Carolina State University.  He runs the server 
infrastructure for the delivery of distance education courses to NC State students worldwide. In 
2007, Rob helped form the LGBT Center of Raleigh, a non-profit group dedicated to supporting 
the LGBT community in and around central North Carolina. In his free time, Rob enjoys travel, 
sports, and board games.    
 

 

Jordan Decker, Gamma 
At-Large Member  
Los Angeles, California 
 
Jordan joined the then-Colony of Delta Lambda Phi at UCLA in 2008. During this time he served 
in several Chapter-level leadership positions including Historian, Publicity Chair and Pledge 
Master. He remained active as a neophyte with the Colony after his graduation until the group 
received their Charter in October of 2008. 
 
After a brief period of time working for the Associated Students of UCLA, Jordan now works for 
the Disney Interactive Media Group, a division of the Walt Disney Company. His current role is 
that of a Player Support Representative, helping to support the guests of several online virtual 
worlds including Pirates of the Caribbean Online, Disney's Toontown Online and Disney Fairies 
Pixie Hollow. In his spare time, he is an active alumnus supporting the activities of various 
Chapters and colonies of Delta Lambda Phi Southern California. 
 

 

Phil Hernandez, Beta Lambda 
At-Large Member 
Ewing, New Jersey 
  
Phil Hernandez is a founding member of the Beta Lambda chapter at Iowa State University. He 
served as founding Vice President and later as Brotherhood Coordinator. Upon leaving Iowa 
State and moving to New Jersey, Phil was elected as the Vice Governor of the Eastern Region 
and subsequently assumed the role as Governor soon thereafter. Phil currently serves the 
National Organization as an at large member of the National Board. 
  

Phil currently serves as Residence Director at The College of New Jersey. On his spare time he 
enjoys traveling and visiting his native state of Michigan.  
 

 



Paul Salvatore Mercurio, Alpha Chi 
At-Large Member  
Syracuse, New York 
 
Paul has been involved in Delta Lambda Phi since 1998 when he first contacted the fraternity to 
start a chapter in the Boston area.  During the colonization of his Chapter, Paul served as 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Pledgemaster.  As an alumnus, Paul mentored Colonies 
in both the University of Washington, Seattle, and Syracuse University.  Paul has also been 
active on the national level for many years, serving as a member of multiple committees and 
residing as Chair of the National Rush Committee for a time. 
 
Paul works as a Transportation Planner for the City of Syracuse.  He serves as the Chair of Slow 
Food Central New York, an affiliate of Slow Food USA.  He is also on the advisory board for two 
not-for-profits: Syracuse Grows, an organization supporting community gardens and urban 
agriculture, and Community Supported Agriculture of Central New York, which distributes 
locally-grown organic food to over 200 families.  He serves on the neighborhood advisory 
council for the Near Westside Family Resource Center, which offers a safe and supporting space 
for children and families in need, and is involved with 40Below, a civic engagement organization 
for young professionals in Central New York.  Paul is also a member of both the American 
Society of Landscape Architects and American Planning Association.  In his spare time, he 
gardens in his backyard and tends to his bee hives. 
 

 

David L. West, Iota  
Life Member 
Sacramento, California 
 

Br. David West is an alumnus and founding member of the Iota chapter in Sacramento 
California, initiated in the fall of 1989. He has served the fraternity in various capacities -- as 
Northern California Regional Representative when seven administrative regions existed, and 10 
years on the National Board as Vice-President of Extension, National Secretary, and National 
Trustee. He was honored by the Brotherhood to serve on the National Board as a Life Member. 
Br. David West also continues to serves on the Board of the Delphi Foundation of Delta Lambda 
Phi Fraternity, the educational, charitable, and philanthropic arm of the Fraternity. 
Br. David West holds a B.S. in Computer Science from California State University in Sacramento 
and an A.S. in Management Information Systems from De Anza College. He has 15 years of 
experience as a Project Manager, having worked in several industry areas including health 
management, public works, maintenance, and warehouse distribution. Br. David West continues 
to reside in the Sacramento area and currently works as a program manager for the Sacramento 
County Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Division, Preparedness and 
Response Unit for Homeland Security. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



National Office  

 
Christopher Newman, Omega  
National Executive Director 
Phoenix, Arizona 
 

Christopher Newman, alumnus of the Omega Chapter at the University of Arizona, served as 
Founding President at the time of the Chapter’s chartering. He finished his final semester with 
the Omega Chapter as Pledgemaster in Fall 2006. Shortly after, Christopher Newman was 
appointed as National Public Relations Chairman in November 2006 and served in the position 
until September 2007. After spending a year away from the national scene, Br. Newman was 
hired as Director of Operations in August 2008 and continued to serve in that role until hired as 
NED in August 2009. 
 

Br. Newman was born and raised in Phoenix, AZ and went to the University of Arizona from 
2001-2006 where he obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Education - Social Studies and 
Music Education. Since graduation, he has worked at University of Phoenix and currently serves 
as a Marketing & Training Manager. In October 2009, Br. Newman completed his Master of Arts 
in Education - Adult Education, and is currently completing a 2nd Master of Arts in Education in 
Curriculum and Instruction. Br. Newman was a member of the University of Arizona Marching 
Band for five years, serving Drum Major for one year, and as an Undergraduate Teaching 
Assistant another year. In addition, Br. Newman, spent two years as a Resident Assistant for 
Residence Life at the University of Arizona where he earned RA of the Year in 2005. 
 
 
Martín F. Celaya, Omega  
Director of Operations and Communications 

Tucson, Arizona 

 

Martín began to be involved with DLP on the fall 2005 when I first rushed for the Zeta Class of 
the University of Arizona Colony. After initiation he was named Executive Treasurer and, 
eventually, the chapter’s Executive President for two consecutive terms. In September 2009, 
Martin became the National Office’s Director of Operations and Communications. 
 

Martín works as Data Collector for the First Things First External Evaluation in the College of 
Education at the University of Arizona. He also works as a graduate researcher for the Mel and 
Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health. Martín currently is a graduate student at the 
University of Arizona pursuing a Masters in Public Health with an emphasis on Public Health 
Policy and Management. He continues to provide guidance, advice, and support to his local DLP 
chapter, Omega. Martín enjoys cooking, theatre, traveling, and cinema. 
 

 

Josh Powell, Alpha  
Director of Information Technology 

Herndon, Virginia  
 

Josh was initiated as a Brother in April 2000, just prior to the Millennium March on Washington. 
During his time as an Active member of the Alpha Chapter, Josh served as Chapter Treasurer and 
Sergeant-at-Arms, as well as on numerous pledge education staffs. At the regional and national 



level, Josh has served as Vice Governor for the Eastern Region and as mentor for several 
colonies of the Fraternity. Josh also served as the first Director of National Operations. In 
addition to his current duties as Director of Information Technology, Josh is the lead mentor for 
the Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University Colony. 
 

Josh is a Lead Software Systems Engineer for The MITRE Corporation in McLean, Virginia. As 
such, he provides full-lifecycle engineering expertise as a trusted partner with various 
government organizations. Josh also volunteers with the USO (United Service Organizations), 
supporting traveling military personnel and their families at Washington Dulles International 
Airport. Josh also enjoys keeping up with technology trends, good science fiction and traveling 
around the world. 
 

 

Jon Borland, P.C., P.S.C., Beta Omicron 

Director of Programming 

Toledo, Ohio  
 

Jon has been a Brother of Delta Lambda Phi since 2007, and during his time as an active member 
he served as chapter president and pledge educator.  This is his first position on the national 
level. 
 

Jon currently is finishing his M.A. in Counselor Education at The University of Toledo.  He is a 
graduate assistant with the Counselor Education Department and Residence Life, where he co-
teaches two graduate level courses and serves as a mental health consultant; as well as a 
working as a counseling intern for the UT Counseling Center and Toledo School for the Arts.  He 
is also serving his final term as treasurer for the Alpha Omega Chapter of Chi Sigma Iota, the 
national honor fraternity for counselors.  Jon is also a member of the American Counseling 
Association, American School Counselor Association, and a researcher on a university mental 
health grant.  In what little spare time Jon has, he likes to spend his time with friends and 
geeking out over comic books. 
 

 

Christopher A. Miofsky, Beta Zeta 

Director of Outreach  
St. Louis, Missouri 
 

Christopher was a founding member of the Beta Zeta Chapter at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville in the Spring of 2005 and a member of the Alpha Class. He served as 
Colony/Chapter President, Colony Vice-President, Pledge Educator and Sergeant-at-Arms. After 
graduation, Christopher served as one the two first Chapter Consultants for the Central Region 
as well as the National Interest Group Coordinator.  
 

Currently, Christopher is a founding member and co-Captain of the St. Louis Crusaders Rugby 
team. He is a founding member of the Metropolitan Community Church of Greater St. Louis 
Praise Band and is a member of the St. Louis, Missouri Community Band called BandTogether. 
Christopher is a graduate student at the University of Missouri – St. Louis pursuing a Masters 
Degree in Higher Education Administration. Christopher's passion outside of Delta Lambda Phi is 
the performance of music. A classically and jazz trained Clarinetist, Christopher spends much of 
his free time listening to and performing classical and jazz works. Most recently, he was a 



headliner for the BandTogether spring concert in which he performed a jazz setting of his 
favorite hymn, Amazing Grace. A lifelong resident of the St. Louis Metropolitan Area, 
Christopher is committed to the betterment of the Brotherhood of Delta Lambda Phi as well as 
his community.  
 

 

Brendan Davis, Beta Theta 

Regional Director- East 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

  

Brendan pledged the Beta Theta Chapter in the fall of 2005 and was initiated as a member of 
the Zeta Class in early spring 2006. He initially served as community service chair, then Sergeant-
at-Arms, and finally, Vice President. In 2007, he accepted an appointment as the Vice Governor 
of the Eastern Region, and was officially elected to the position at that years’ National 
Convention. Upon the restructuring of the National Fraternity, and the elimination of his 
previous position, he was appointed in the National Office as a the Director of the Eastern 
Region, working to help provide services and plan the semi-annual regional conference. 
  

Brendan currently works in vaccine research for Merck, producing and planning research for 
some of the company’s current products. He volunteers for the Liberty City Democrats pushing 
for legislative action on LGBT issues in Pennsylvania. In addition to his work in the National 
Office, Brendan works as a mentor for the Rutgers University Colony. In his spare time, he likes 
to knit, travel and run. 
 

 

Morgan Morris, Beta Zeta 

Regional Director-Central 
St. Louis, Missouri 
 

Morgan was initiated in 2006 and has held the title of Chapter President for two terms. After 
graduation, he became a Chapter Consultant for the Central Region for 2 years.  
 

Currently, Morgan is a full time grad student at Logan College of Chiropractic. He volunteers for 
Relay for Life each year and works with the Beta Zeta Chapter on community service projects 
that arise throughout the year. 
 

 

Joey Hernandez, Gamma  
Regional Director ς West  
Los Angeles, California 
 
Joey joined Delta Lambda Phi as a first year at UCLA during the Fall of 2006.  He began his 
journey as one of the original members of the UCLA Colony, eventually rechartering the Gamma 
Chapter.  He has also served in every leadership position during his tenure as an active member 
and currently retired as president of the chapter. 
 
Joey will graduate UCLA with a Bachelor’s in Sociology and minor in Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender Studies while he working for the UCLA LGBT Campus Resource Center and as the 
Southern California Program Associate for the Gay Straight Alliance Network.  While serving as 



president of the chapter, Joey also served as the president of the Multi-Interest Greek Council of 
UCLA, sat on the UCLA LGBT Campus Resource Center Advisory Board and UCLA LGBT 
Leadership Council.  He enjoys hosting RuPaul’s Drag Race viewing parties at his home every 
week. 

 

 

 


